
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           FEBRUARY 12, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME - SIXTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 262 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I believe you are always supportive of me.  I also 
have beliefs which tell me how your support is offered to me.  
For example, I believe your support comes as my being able to 
remain in what is familiar.  On the basis of these beliefs, I never 
look for you in what is unfamiliar.  Since I never look for you in 
the unfamiliar, I am forced to admit that even though I believe 
you are always supportive of me, my experience is that you do 
not support me all that much, since my life contains many 
elements that are unfamiliar and make no sense.  I wonder: 
Why do I equate your being supportive with my being able to 
remain in the familiar?  What if what is familiar is too narrow 
and inadequate to help me with what my life has brought me?  
To be truly supportive of me, you would need to punch a hole 
in the armor of my routine ways of thinking, feeling and doing 
so as to let in thoughts and feelings that are unfamiliar yet 
more adequate to what my life contains.  However, since my 
ways of thinking about you do not allow for this possibility, I 
would need to rethink how I see you. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 5:21-37 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 351 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 422 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for February 19, 2017 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18; Psalm 119:33-40 

I Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23; Matthew 5:38-48. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food and plan to 
stay. 
 Stewardship Statements are on the table in the coffee room. 
 Copies of the Annual Reports are also found there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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EPIPHANY 
 

…a sudden, intuitive perception of or 
insight into the reality of or essential 

meaning of something. 
 

…an intuitive grasp of reality through 
something usually simple and striking. 

 
…an illuminating discovery, realization 

or disclosure. 
 

…a moment when you suddenly feel 
that you understand or suddenly 

become conscious of something that is 
very important to you. 

 
…a sudden and striking realization. 
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Ordinary Time – 6th Sunday after Epiphany (Matthew 5:21-37) 
 The Lectionary Gospel readings are taking us into Matthew’s 
Sermon on the Mount. Two weeks ago the reading was the 
Beatitudes, which begins with the reminder: How fortunate we 
are when we can be receptive to what is brought to our 
awareness, especially when what enters our awareness is neither 
customary nor expected [poor in spirit], since this is how we 
experience the influence of God in shaping and guiding our life. 
The remaining Beatitudes encourage us when we live by being 
receptive in this way. Last week the reading was concerned with 
our being prudent [salt] with regard to the content of these 
unfamiliar and unexpected insights, especially when we put the 
insights to work internally in the way we relate to ourselves, and 
externally in the way we live and/or in what we say. Prudent 
means “wise in handling practical matters; exercising good 
judgment or common sense; careful in regard to one’s own 
interests/conduct.” Some of the insights we are given will tell us 
things about ourselves that will not sit easily with the image we 
have of ourselves, and these need to be approached gently and 
thoughtfully. Also, it is necessary to practice prudence when we 
communicate what these unexpected insights tell us about the 
concerns of our life, otherwise what we say or do can set us at 
odds with others. Today’s text gives us four illustrations of how 
the insights that come to us might change the way we think about 
common and ordinary things in our life. They illustrate 
perceptions that might disrupt the way we relate to ourselves and 
set us at odds with others, and will require some prudence with 
ourselves and others. 

* * * * * 
 There is a phrase in this text that essentially repeats four times: 
Jesus is speaking and says, “You have heard that it was said…,” and 
then the second part of it, “But I say to you…,” each time followed 
by a discourse on a particular subject [murder, adultery, divorce, 
and oaths]. 

In each of these four instances, the word translated as “said” 
[“You have heard that it was said…”] is a Greek word meaning “to 
utter, i.e. speak or say” in the sense of “to break silence merely.” 

The use of this word indicates that what is “uttered” does not 
necessarily have much depth or substance, because the purpose of 
the uttering is primarily to deal with the discomfort that arises when 
there is silence; the words basically pour forth and run like water, 
as when a person “babbles,” or better “maunders” [talks in a 
rambling, foolish or meaningless manner]. 

In these same four instances, the word translated as “say” [“But 
I say to you…”] is a Greek word meaning “to lay forth, i.e. figuratively 
‘to relate in words,’ usually in a systematic or set discourse.” The 
use of this word indicates that the words it refers to are to be 
understood as having a great deal of depth or substance, and that 
their purpose is to educate or enlighten. 

I think the text is saying there is a difference between the times 
when people talk merely because they fear silence and therefore 
need to fill a void, thereby making certain silence does not occur, 
and the times when people talk because they know what lies behind 
or below the silence and therefore have something important to 
say. The implication is that it would be extremely important to know 
the difference between these two, and to be able to tell when one 
or the other is happening, certainly when we are listening, but 
especially and absolutely when we are the one talking. 
 Much of what we say, and we and others hear, in our daily life is 
generated by the need to manage the discomfort that comes when 
there is too much silence. As a consequence, much of what we hear 
is noise in the form of babbling or maundering. Noise does not help 
us think and feel our way into the issues we face in life. Noise keeps 
us focused on the surface of life, and makes our accessing the 
interior, and the intelligence that often resides there, more difficult. 
The four discourses which Jesus speaks in this text are attempts to 
have us “hear” from the intelligence that lies on the other side of 
the silence from which most of us flee most of the time. 
 When people talk about the subject of murder they babble; that 
is, they state the obvious and say we should not do it. If our 
consideration of this subject stays on that level, we will miss 
something more important: the need to attend to the feelings that 
move people toward murder. The urge to murder comes from 
feelings of being one-down, and/or inferior, and/or powerless. The 



same feelings are active when we are angry with others, or insult 
others, or ridicule them, although we usually are not aware that 
these feelings are in play. What is needed is for us to pay attention 
to the feelings that give rise these behaviors. Also, to realize that 
whenever we are violent or angry with others, or insult or ridicule 
them, we suffer internal consequences—we remain caught in and 
victimized by feeling one-down, inferior and powerless, and those 
same feelings intensify in us through the way we are behaving. 
Acting out our feelings makes us liable to an escalation of the 
accusations or condemnations which are already operating in us. 
Acting out our feelings keeps us immersed in and struggling with 
these feelings which are concealed within us. So, when we go out 
and seek to present as though we are integrated and have our act 
together, but then discover that we are conflicted internally and 
are not so unified, we need to put aside the effort to appear 
together, and instead make the effort to reconcile with whatever 
about us has been rejected. Otherwise the accusing part of us will 
further ensnare us in its evaluative and judgmental frame of mind, 
and we will become imprisoned in the accusing. Murder, anger, 
insults and ridicule are the consequences of being imprisoned in 
this evaluative and judgmental frame of mind, of not knowing we 
are caught, and therefore of being unable to get free of it. 
 We have all heard: “You shall not commit adultery.” Rather than 
focusing on what not to do, it is better to attend to why adultery 
occurs. Adultery is a consequence of feelings that have not been 
attended to, like deprivation, inadequacy, or unworthiness. When 
we suffer from these it is important to deliberately and 
sympathetically explore what these feelings are telling us about 
ourselves and the way we live, and to consider ways to have our 
feelings be attended to and understood. If the normal way we look 
at our life, and define or understand ourselves in our life, is a 
contributing factor here, then we need to make a determined 
effort to lift these concepts or images up and examine where they 
come from. We need to take seriously how frustrated we are, and 
to get into awareness what frustrates us that so it can be grieved 
and taken apart. It is better to destroy our habitual way of seeing 
and relating to ourselves than for our self to remain bound to old 

and unexamined assumptions about us that are buried in us and 
have never been examined. 
 If we are struggling in our marriage relationship and become 
absorbed in strategizing whether or not to get a divorce, we are 
missing the mark. Getting a divorce is a surface issue; there are 
deeper issues that need to be attended to. A relationship like 
marriage involves each partner working out deep personal issues 
through the relationship. This is true even if neither party realizes 
it. These deeper issues remain real for us until they get addressed, 
and getting a divorce or strategizing about a divorce adulterates 
them and leaves them unaddressed for all parties involved. Jesus 
does not say to not get a divorce. Sometimes divorce is a necessary 
thing. What Jesus says is: if we divorce do not be fooled into thinking 
we are finished with the person we are divorcing and what they 
represent for us. Our deeper personal issues remain and need to be 
addressed, and they will appear again in any subsequent 
relationship we enter. 
 As we become more aware of our own feelings and begin to take 
them into account, we find that the gap narrows between what we 
do and what we feel, and our feelings and actions become more 
congruent. We then do not need to make promises about what we 
will do, as if there is a need to overcome some resistance in us 
[which is the idea in swearing on something as a promise to perform 
some action]. We do not need to do that because our actions will 
more closely match our feelings and there will be little or no 
resistance to overcome. We will be able to say “Yes, we will do 
something,” and we will be able to do it, or “No, we will not do 
something,” and not do it. Nothing else is needed. 
 God is our constant companion. The way we know this to be true 
is by the constant, or even better—relentless, offering of thoughts 
and feelings which come to us in an effort to connect us to the 
deeper dimensions of life. Our life is constantly being enlarged and 
expanded by God. What is asked of us is to entertain as legitimate 
the pull toward having enough “poverty of spirit” to allow us to be 
receptive to the insights that disrupt the stable/sameness of our 
habitual world, and then to be prudent about how those insights 
are put to use. 

[Jim Robie, 2-10-17, Cycle A., Matthew 5:21-37] 


